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SENIOR SPOTLIGHT: BRETT BENNING (CEDARBURG HOCKEY)

By Emily Hannemann
News Graphic Correspondent

CEDARBURG — If Cedarburg
High School senior Brett Benning
were the moon orbiting around
another planet, it’s a safe
assumption that planet would be
the sport of hockey.

Benning’s involvement in
hockey began as a child, when his
father’s friends took him to high
school and Milwaukee Admirals
games. He said his dad always
wanted to try it, but was more of a
“football-basketball guy” and
never took it up. 

For a few years Benning played
basketball and football in addition
to hockey, but switched to solely
focusing on the ice three years
ago.

“That’s where his passion lies,”
his mother, Rachel Benning, said.

According to Rachel Benning,
her son skated into the game
relatively late as an 8-year-old
trying hockey for the first time,
but he didn’t let that deter him
from giving his all.

“He really had to work his butt
off to learn the game, but he
wants to work hard to get it done
and get to the endpoint,” she said.
“He’s always been a hard worker.”

Years later, Benning plays his
sport year-round. 

Often he will get only small
amounts of downtime between
playing for the Bulldogs and
starting his club season.

“Last year I only had a two-
week break between my high
school season and the start of
summer camps,” Benning said.

In addition to the time he sinks
into playing his sport, Benning
also finds hours for his job at the
Ozaukee Ice Center, a perfect
occupation for someone
captivated by hockey.

“My dad is friends with the
guys in back and he convinced
them to let me work here over the
summer,” Benning explained of
the process that led to him being
hired. “They let me stick around
after the summer ended. They
were hurting for help.”

According to Benning, they let

him know right away that his
work wasn’t going to be
glamorous: he’d be doing what
they referred to as the “dirty
jobs.”

“I do everything but drive the
zamboni,” he said. “I vacuum,
mop, sweep, sharpen and rent
skates and clean the glass.”

He puts in long hours at the
OIC, even when he’s not on the ice.
According to Rachel Benning, her
son takes whatever hours he is
given, and he works up to 20 hours
per week. That number lessens
during the hockey season.

“If he doesn’t have a game on
Saturday he’ll spend all day
working, or he’ll work after he
finishes practice,” she said.

Despite long hours and the
unappealing list of duties,
Benning finds joy in his co-
workers and the relationships
they’ve formed. He explained that
while the first few weeks were
awkward, he wasn’t a complete
stranger to the guys at the rink:
he’d been playing games there
since he was very young.

“They’re really just big kids,”
he said with a grin. “They’re all in
college or older, but I work with
them. It took a little bit to get used
to working with them, but since
I’ve played here for eight years
they already knew me.”

Considering that he’s played
hockey since the age of 8 and has
played the past four years for the
Bulldogs, Benning spends a
considerable amount of his time
in the facility.

“It’s a little tiring that I’m here
all the time, but when you’re here
with these people you wouldn’t
trade it for the world,” he said,
adding that hanging out with his
co-workers is his favorite thing
about the job. 

The guys also have a friendly,
and occasionally not-so-friendly,
competition on one of the racing
video games in the building.

“We have a little video game up
in front, so we got a bracket
going,” he said with a laugh. 

During breaks and downtime,
Benning said they “hang out and
get homework done.”

Considering how much
Benning loves his job, it’s not
surprising to hear how much he
enjoys his sport and the team he
plays for.

“I just love going out there and
working hard with the guy sitting
next to me,” he said. “You’d do
anything for them. During the
season we have a game almost
every day, so these guys are some
of the only people I hang out with.

We’re very close.”
One of those guys sitting next

to him is his freshman brother,
Justin, to whom his mother says
he serves as a role model.

“He has been so proud of his
brother,” she said. “When (Justin)
got to play varsity, I didn’t find out
from him: I found out from Brett.
He is absolutely proud of him, and
he’s also a role model in terms of
working hard.”

Benning feels bittersweet as
his moments on the OIC ice begin
to wind down.

“You realize time is ticking
down,” he said. “There are
moments when I stop and think
about how this has been my life,
but I only have (a limited number
of) games left. You start to feel it.”

However, even though the high
school hockey chapter of his life
will soon be finished, Benning
hopes to start working on another
one: college club hockey. 

He plans to go to Marquette
University, and hopes to get
involved with their club program.

Before then, Benning and his
teammates will look to make a
return to the WIAA state
tournament. The Bulldogs scored
a 4-3 victory Tuesday in an
opening-round contest and will
face Waupun Friday in the second
round.

A fixture at the Ozaukee Ice Center
Senior plays,
practices and
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facility
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Brett Benning helped the Cedarburg boys hockey team defeat Germantown in Tuesday’s WIAA playoff game.
When the Bulldogs’ senior is not playing or practicing, he spends time working at the Ozaukee Ice Center.

as he’s falling to the ice. But
again, that’s the thing, if
you’re working hard, things
tend to go your way.”

Quale notched his second
goal of the evening, with
37.7 seconds left in the
period, and Sean Driscoll
recorded a score with just
8.3 seconds before the
intermission when he
ripped a slap shot that
threatened to break through
the back of the net.

Homestead extended the
lead to 7-1 when Katz fed
Hobbs for a goal a mere 32
seconds into the final
period.

Navarre felt the stretch of
five unanswered goals in a
short period of time was
ignited when Katz gave the
team a big momentum boost
with his goal.

“When that third one
went in I think that they
realized that if they skated
hard and they moved the
puck, they could solve the
goalie,” the coach explained.
“Rather than just kind of
taking the easy way out,
they really worked to get a
good pass or to make a good
play to get a good scoring
chance rather than just
throwing it to the net.”

Mueller put in Beaver

Dam’s second, and final,
goal of the evening in the
middle of the period, but
Quale completed his hat
trick less than two minutes
later to complete the
scoring. The forward
finished with three goals
and an assist.

“PJ Quale completely
came out of his shell
tonight. He’s been working
hard and I can’t say enough
about the game that he
played tonight,” Navarre
said. “He was fast, he was
aggressive, he went to the
net, he got close to the net
and he was dangerous when
he had the puck. I just think
he played outstanding.”

Homestead moves on to
the second round, which
means a rematch against
Fond du Lac at the BlueLine
Family Ice Center at 8 p.m.
Friday. 

Fond du Lac scored a 6-4
victory when the teams met
Dec. 8, but Navarre feels a
lot has changed since then.

“That was our (third)
game of the year,” the
Highlanders’ coach said. “I
don’t think that (Cardinals’
head coach) Ryan (Sarazin)
would say that they had
their best game, and I know
that we didn’t have our best
game, (but) I would say that
we can compete.”

HHS: Playoff win
Continued from B1

“It’s a little tiring that I’m here all the time,
but when you’re here with these people,

you wouldn’t trade it for the world.”
— Cedarburg senior hockey standout Brett Benning
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Homestead sophomore Hank McKeegan controls the puck
during Tuesday’s playoff game against Beaver Dam. The
Highlanders scored an 8-2 victory and will face Fond du Lac in
a second-round game Friday evening.

By Bret Corner
News Graphic Correspondent

GRAFTON — In what has become
one of the largest youth wrestling
meets in the area, the annual Grant
Schoen Beginners Tournament, held
Feb. 7 and hosted by the Cedarburg
Matdogs, continues to grow with 242
wrestlers participating from 32 teams.

All competing wrestlers, which
came from as far away as Verona and
Sheboygan, were first- or second-year
wrestlers at an event designed to get
kids from kindergarten through
eighth grade exposure to the sport
and provide a positive experience in
their introduction to wrestling.

Part of the tournament proceeds
went to HeartSafe Wisconsin, a
program which helps provide CPR
training and HeartSafe programs for
schools.

Grant Schoen, a former Cedarburg
Matdogs’ wrestler who also
participated in baseball and soccer
and loved sports, passed away in 2013
due to sudden cardiac arrest at age 10.  

“We got a lot of great feedback
from coaches and parents,” Matdogs
head coach Matt Gartman said. “This
tournament has continued to grow
over the years and this year was a
record turnout. It is a unique
opportunity for beginning wrestlers
in the area to learn about the sport
and participate. 

“This is not only good for the
Matdogs, but we want to grow
wrestling at the youth level in the
area and southeast Wisconsin,”
Gartman added. “Plus, this event goes
for a great cause in Grant’s name.”

Due to facility conflicts at
Cedarburg High School, the
tournament was held at Grafton
Elementary School.

“We are very grateful to Grafton

for opening their doors for this
expanding event,” Gartman said. “We
cannot thank them enough.”

Max Askren, a former NCAA
national champion who runs the
Askren Wrestling Academy in
Mequon, gave a wrestling clinic prior
to the competition.

There were no awards given, but
all wrestlers received beginning
instruction and experience in
wrestling. Each participant received a
slice of pizza and bottle of water after
they competed.

“Sometimes throughout the day,”
Gartman said, “the kids would ask if
they could have the pizza yet, and I
would say ‘not until you are done
wrestling.’”

It is not too late for kids to
participate this year with the
Cedarburg Matdogs; the season is at
the halfway point. 

New wrestlers and parents
considering getting involved are

encouraged to email Gartman for
more details at matdogs@icloud.com.  

Practices for the Matdogs take
place at Cedarburg High School. 

You can also view news, results,
photos and information regarding the
Cedarburg youth wrestling program
at www.matdogs.com.
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Cedarburg Matdogs head coach Matt Gartman, left, encourages his son Ryan
during a match at the Grant Schoen Beginners Tournament, which was held Feb. 7
at Grafton Elementary School. Assistant coach Joel Gartman, right, also watches
the action at an event which drew 242 first- and second-year wrestlers.

“We want to grow
wrestling at the youth
level in the area and
southeast Wisconsin.”

— Cedarburg Matdogs head
coach Matt Gartman


